
Willow in schools
Artists and craftspeople teaching the ancient 
practice of willow weaving within schools



1 Set Up

Weaving willow is an ancient practice used in so many ways, from crafting 
baskets to creating large scale forms of art. Willow is re-usable and one of the 
best parts is that you can make very large structures in the space of just one 
day. Willow comes in two forms, living and dried, both types can be used 
but they have different qualities. Dry willow objects are transportable; they 
need protection to last outdoors. Living willow sculptures or structures must 
remain on their planted site and will last forever as long as they are properly 
maintained and trimmed back as required. Pupils benefit from the slow 
paced, natural rhythms that weaving evokes. They also massively benefit 
from the team work that is required to create such large structures.  

Creative nature run a wide range of workshops from a one day taster session, 
to a long term project involving tissue paper and even paint. Within a taster 
session we will help your pupils to create 5 – 6 large sculptures or dens in just 
one day, of which you can either buy materials and keep or we will dismantle 
and take away. Subject matter can be chosen by you and we are very flexible 
to your needs so just give us a ring to discuss.

We will need a space of around 20ft square 
either in a hall or in the playground dependant 
on weather. We will set down pallets for base, 
and then let the willow soak, which we will 
need access to water for. A time lapsed camera 
will be set up to record the process in stop 
motion.

One class will be explained as to how you 
make the initial structures and how to weave. 
Once they understand the basics they are split 
into 5 to 6 groups and are ready to weave!

One to two classes will be introduced as a 
large group where we will explain the process 
and explain that we will be working together 
to create large sculptures.

Either a second group will have a brief 
explanation and asked to continue, elaborate 
and finalise the initial structures, or the same 
group will continue. They will then be brought 
back together and express in words how the 
process felt and what they learnt.
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Benefits

Contact Us

 ཀྵ  Increase pupil confidence by learning new skills.
 ཀྵ  A way of being involved in ancient craft practices.
 ཀྵ  Pupils are given opportunity to broaden horizons and interact 

with nature.
 ཀྵ  Raise the profile of the school within the community with film 

and photography.
 ཀྵ  Creations can be installed of which enhance environment.
 ཀྵ  A wide range of subject matter can be involved in projects.
 ཀྵ  Teachers are given the opportunity to learn practice and 

continue practice in future.
 ཀྵ  Cost effective and speedy improvements to the school 

environment.

Give us a call and speak to one of the Creative Nature team by 
emailing contactcreativenature@gmail.com
or call 020 8316 1171
www.creativenature.info


